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1922 – Colorado River Compact
• There is hereby apportioned to the Upper Basin and the Lower Basin, 

respectively, the exclusive use of 7,500,000 acre-feet of water per 
annum

• The Lower Basin is given the right to increase its use by 1,000,000 acre-
feet per annum

• The Upper Basin will not cause the flow of the river at Lee Ferry to be 
depleted below 75,000,000 acre-feet over any period of ten 
consecutive years

• Present perfected rights to the beneficial use of waters of the Colorado 
River System are unimpaired by this compact 

• If Treaty with Mexico, split between Basins
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Colorado River “Basin”

“… all of the drainage area of the Colorado River System 
and all other territory within the United States of America 
to which the waters of the Colorado River System shall be 
beneficially applied.”
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All Coloradans are Connected to the Colorado River



Lake Powell

+370 - 400 kaf/year

+93 kaf/year

+3.5 kaf/year

+128 kaf/year

- 496 kaf/year

- 1.3 kaf/year

- 95 kaf/year
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Benefits of Imports
• 25+ Counties Receive Colorado River Supplies

• ~ 20% South Platte Basin Supplies

• ~ 15% Arkansas Basin Supplies

• Irrigated Agriculture
• ~ 640,000 acres South Platte Basin

• ~ 265,000 acres Arkansas Basin

• Municipal/Domestic
• ~3 million South Platte River Basin

• ~ 900,000 Arkansas River Basin

• Recreation
• In River/Flowing Water

• Flat Water

• Environmental/Ecological
• Riparian

• Fish & Wildlife
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Colorado River Water Use 
(within Colorado)

Post-Compact 
West Slope Use

Post-Compact 
East Slope Use
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Water Use Within Colorado

~ 20%

~ 20%

~ 60%
~ 1.2 – 1.6 maf
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South Platte Basin

Total +370 -400kaf/year

CBT/WG +230,000 af/year 

Denver Water + 110,000 af/year

WSSC + 17,000 af/year

Others + 22,000 af/year

Arkansas – S Platte +15,000 af/year
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1922 – Colorado River Compact
• There is hereby apportioned to the Upper Basin and the Lower Basin, 

respectively, the exclusive use of 7,500,000 acre-feet of water per 
annum

• The Lower Basin is given the right to increase its use by 1,000,000 acre-
feet per annum

• The Upper Basin will not cause the flow of the river at Lee Ferry to be 
depleted below 75,000,000 acre-feet over any period of ten 
consecutive years

• Present perfected rights to the beneficial use of waters of the Colorado 
River System are unimpaired by this compact 

• If Treaty with Mexico, split between Basins
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2024 Operations (2007 IGS Operating Tiers)

3,660
(2022)

1,065 8.8 maf
3,574 8.8 maf

18.5 maf
(2022)

3,550 7.5

1,047 7.5 maf

3,523 5.5 maf
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The Problem Statement
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The Problem Statement



www.northernwater.org

Colorado River Challenge(s)

Supplies

Demands

Supplies

Demands

Management
Demands

Supplies
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1950-2023 
13.81 maf
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12.22 maf 12.00 maf 11.81 maf
12.92 maf
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Demands?
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Basin Depletion Trends 2019 - 2022

Tier 1 + DCP Zero
(Estimate)DCP Tier Zero DCP Tier Zero

(provisional)
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Colorado River Challenge(s)

Supplies

Demands

Supplies

Demands

Management
Demands

Supplies
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9.1 maf
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Discussion?
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